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§300.1 Definitions.

As used in this part:

(a) The Act means the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.

(b) Disaster assistance plans means
those plans which identify tasks need-
ed to deliver disaster assistance and to
avoid, reduce, or mitigate natural haz-
ards; make assignments to execute
those tasks; reflect State authorities
for executing disaster assignments; and
provide for adequate training of per-
sonnel in their disaster or mitigation
assignments.

(c) Mitigation means the process of
systematically evaluating the nature
and extent of vulnerability to the ef-
fects of natural hazards present in soci-
ety and planning and carrying out ac-
tions to minimize future vulnerability
to those hazards to the greatest extent
practicable.

(d) State means any State of the
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the Trust Territory of the Pa-
cific Islands, the Federated States of
Micronesia, or the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands.

[54 FR 2128, Jan. 19, 1989]

§300.2 Technical assistance.

Requests for technical assistance
under section 201(b) of the Act shall be
made by the Governor or his/her des-
ignated representative to the Regional
Director.

(a) The request for technical assist-
ance shall indicate as specifically as
possible the objectives, nature, and du-

ration of the requested assistance; the
recipient agency or organization with-
in the State; the State official respon-
sible for utilizing such assistance; the
manner in which such assistance is to
be utilized; and any other information
needed for a full understanding of the
need for such requested assistance.

(b) The request for assistance re-
quires participation by the State in the
technical assistance process. As part of
its request for such assistance, the
State shall agree to facilitate coordi-
nation among FEMA, local govern-
ments, State agencies and the busi-
nesses and industries in need of assist-
ance in the areas of disaster prepared-
ness and mitigation.

[54 FR 2129, Jan. 19, 1989]

§300.3 Financial assistance.

(a) The Regional Director may pro-
vide to States upon written request by
the State Governor or an authorized
representative, an annual improvement
grant up to $50,000, but not to exceed 50
percent of eligible costs, except where
separate legislation requires or permits
a waiver of the State’s matching share,
e.g., with respect to “insular areas’, as
that term is defined at 48 U.S.C.
1469a(d). The nonFederal share in all
cases may exceed the Federal share.

(b) The improvement grant shall be
product-oriented; that is, it must
produce something measurable in a
way that determines specific results, to
substantiate compliance with the grant
workplan objectives and to evidence
contribution to the State’s disaster ca-
pability. The following list, which is
neither exhaustive nor ranked in priority
order, offers examples of eligible prod-
ucts under the Disaster Preparedness
Improvement Grant Program:

(1) Evaluations of natural hazards
and development of the programs and
actions required to mitigate such haz-
ards;

(2) Hazard mitigation activities, in-
cluding development of predisaster
natural hazard mitigation plans, poli-
cies, programs and strategies for State-
level multi-hazard mitigation;
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